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P. 0. Box 26124 
Albuquerque, Now Kczlco 87125 

May 7, 1980 

To: Deputy Division Chief for Onshore Minerals Eegulaclon, 
MS 650 

Throuzh; Conservation Manager, SCR 

Froa: Acting Deputy Conservation Manager - Mining, SCR 

Subject: UEPA Co8q;>llance for the Final Reclaoation and AbandonBiant 
Plan for the Anaconda Con^ny's Jackplle-Paguate Uranlua 
Mine Complex on the Laguna Indian Reservation 

The subject olno conplez has been In operation for 27 years, 
and Is now nearlng the cessation of operations. The complex 
consists of 1,000 acres of open-pits, 2,000 acres of waste 
dxDips, two operating underground mines, and three planned 
underground mines. Anaconda expects to complete open-pit 
operations In 1981, underground operations In 1983, and 
reclamation In 1936. 

The complex as a whole, Is not operating under an approved 
mining and reclamation plan, althou^ the onderground mines are 
operating under plans approved specific to their activities. 
Comprehensive plans covering the entire operation and its 
reclamatloa ware siibnitted on February 25, 1977, and March 29, 
1979, and a very detailed environmental assessment was prepared 
by the Albuquerque District. However, due to changes in the 
mining plans, and to additional environmental concerns, these 
documents are now obsolete and a third and final comprehensive 
reclamation plan oust be developed. 

The Albuquerque District Office has taken the lead In working 
with Anaconda, the Laguna Tribe, and the BIA, to Jointly design 
a coiiq>rehenslve and uetalled reclamation plan that will be 
satisfactory to all parties. This process la scheduled for 
completion by Soptcniber 1, 1930, at which time the plan will be 
submitted to tlie Laguna Tribal Council for ratification. Intense 
negotiations between Anaconda and the Tribe are expected, and the 
Albuquerque District personnel will be supporting the Tribo. 
Anaconda has estimated the total cost of reclamation to be between 
20 and 30 Hlllloa dollars. 
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